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advanced by Grey was quite sufficient to justify the
momentous step he took. England's independence
is vitally connected with that of Belgium, and as
every nation has an undeniable right to fight when
its independence is threatened and as each nation
is the sole arbiter of its own action, England was
perfectly justified in taking up arms for the effective
preservation of her own independence.

It was still dark when on the third morning after
we left Malta we sighted the historic Rock. A
luminous haze of indescribably lovely hue veiled
the jnearer hills and the distant mountain peaks. I
had noticed this particular hue in many a painting
of Turner's, but having never observed it in nature
myself, I thought the mists owed their lovely tint
to his prolific imagination rather than to nature.
But the longer I live and the more keenly I observe
nature the clearer, I realise Turner's greatness, and
the more deeply I feel the truth of Ruskin's state-
ment that Turner followed nature more faithfully
than anybody ever did before, and that when any
one noticed any fault in Turner on this score, the
fault lay not with Turner but with the person's faulty
observation and limited knowledge of nature. We
were given but three hours to do " Gib." I employed
them in going to the terraced park, seeing it and
walking up the mountain-road leading to the
Galleries. I must have walked for quite two miles
when at a bend of the road a superb panorama of a
distant range of hills enclosing a peaceful bay burst
upon my view. It was a sight to tarry and dream
over, and long I paused and dreamily I watched the